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APPENDIX 34: EXCLUDED STUDIES  
 
STUDY ID REASON FOR EXCLUSION 

Studies of adults   

AHLFORS1981 Included participants with bipolar and unipolar depressive 
illness. Disaggregated data was not available 

AHUJA2011 Results not available 

ALTAMURA2003 Comparison not eligible 

ALTAMURA2004 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

AMSTERDAM2005b Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

AMSTERDAM2008 Open label 

AMSTERDAM2009 Open label 

AMSTERDAM2010 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

ASTRAZENECA2012a Open label 

ASTRAZENECA2012b Open label 

BAASTRUP1970 Included participants until the result was statistically significant. 
Participants did not give consent and some were not aware that 
their lithium tablets had been exchanged for placebo. Only 60% 
had bipolar disorder and disaggregated data was not available 

BENEDETTI1997 Only five participants in each group 

BERK2008 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

BERK2012 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

BOSE2012 Results not available 

BOWDEN2010 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

BOWDEN2012 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

BURDICK2012 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

CALABRESE2000 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

CAMURI2013 No sham control group 

CHENGAPPA2000 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

COHN1989 Dose outside range in the British National Formulary 

COLOMBO2000 Only efficacy outcomes are mood visual analogue scales with no 
suggestion of validity 

COSTA2011 The allocation of participants was not random 

CUNDALL1972 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

DASHTBOZORGI2009 Trial of family psychoeducation in Iran. The Guideline 
Development Group agreed this was not relevant to the UK 

DENICOFF2005 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

DIAZGRANDOS2010 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

DOLBERG2002 No sham control group 

ELMALLAKH2009 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

ESPARON1986 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

FIEVE1968 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

FOREST2010 Data was not provided 

FOREST2012 Results not available 

FRANGOU2006 Does not meet inclusion criteria for acute depression 
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STUDY ID REASON FOR EXCLUSION 

FURLEY2013 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

GAO2008 Authors did not provide data 

GINDRE2009 Protocol of a trial; authors have not confirmed whether trial has 
been completed 

GOLDBERG2004 Did not include a sufficient number of participants 

GRISARU1998 No sham control group 

GSK2012 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

HIMMELHOCH1991 Did not report response on an accepted measure 

JACKSON2008 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

KAFANTARIS2004 Participants were not acutely manic at baseline 

KECK2006a Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

KESSELL1975 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

KULKARNI2006 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

MARANGELL2006 Only ten participants in total 

MCELROY2011 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

MCELROY2013 Results not available 

MURPHY2012 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

NIERENBERG2006 Open label 

NIERENBERG2013 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

NOLEN2007 Open label 

NORRIS2013 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

OKUMA1981 Results not available 

OSHER2005 Only 6 participants in each group 

PICKETT-SCHENK2008 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

PRAHARAJ2009 The allocation of participants was quasi-random 

PRASKO2013 On-going trial 

SACHS2007 No relevant network 

SCHAFFER2013 Open label 

SHEEHAN2009 Treatment of ‘bipolar anxiety’ 

SHEEHAN2013 Treatment of ‘bipolar anxiety’ 

SINGH2013 Open label 

SMITH1978 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

SOLOMON1997 Only 12 participants in total 

SPEER2009 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

STAMM2011 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

STARING2010 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

STOLL1999 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

SUPPES1999 Less than 66% of participants had a diagnosis of bipolar disorder 
and disaggregated data was not available 

SZUBA2005 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

TAMAYO2009 Open label 
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TOHEN2006 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

VITA2013 Open label 

WANG2010 Open label 

WATSON2012 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

WOO2011 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

YANG2009 Full report not available 

YONGNING2005 Open label 

YOUNG2000 Did not include a sufficient number of participants 

YOUNG2004 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

ZARATE2004 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 

ZARATE2004b Less than ten participants per group 

ZARATE2012 No relevant network 

ZHANG2007 Drug not indicated for mental health and not in common use 

Studies of children   
FINDLING2013 Maintenance trial with a follow-up of less than 1 year 
GELLER2012 Open label 

JOSHI2013 Open label 

KOWATCH2000 Open label 

WOZINAK2012 Study terminated 

WOZNIAK2009 The allocation of participants was quasi-random 

 

Excluded case identification studies  

STUDY ID REASON FOR EXCLUSION 

BENAZZI2003 No healthy controls (clinical sample of remitted patients with bipolar 
and major depressive disorder) 

CASTELO2012 No structured clinical interview done; validation against primary 
care medical records 

CHUNG2009 Instrument not in English (Chinese version of Mood Disorder 
Questionnaire) 

DAS2005 No structured clinical interview done; validation against primary 
care medical records 

DESOUSAGURGEL2012 Instrument not in English (Portuguese version of Mood Disorder 
Questionnaire); sample was clinical and university students 

FREEMAN2012 No healthy controls (sample from academic medical centre enriched 
for mood disorders and community mental health centre) 

FREY2012 Sample consisted only of pre- and post-partum women referred with 
psychiatric problems 

GRAVES2007 Sample consisted only of participants subject to trauma, not 
generalisable to general population 

HIRSCHFELD2005 Not comparable to general population; patients treated for 
depression attending primary care, high scorers 

JON2009 Instrument not in English (Korean version of Mood Disorder 
Questionnaire); no structured clinical interview 

KEMP2008 Not comparable to general population; adult detainees in a prison 
only 



Excluded studies  

4 
Appendix 34 
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MEYER2011 No healthy controls (clinical sample of patients from psychiatric 
clinics an outpatient clinics) 

MILLER2011 Three studies: study 1 did not use structured clinical interview; 
study 2 – participants were not administered Hypomanic Personality 
Scale-6 as a screening instrument; study 3 – not comparable with 
general population as only university students and high scorers 

PRETI2007 Not specific for bipolar; we wrote to the author to ask for results in 
bipolar subgroup but those were not available 

SANCHEZMORENO2008 Instrument not in English (Spanish version of Mood Disorder 
Questionnaire); no structured clinical interview 

VIETA2007 Instrument not in English (Spanish version of Mood Disorder 
Questionnaire); participants attended clinics (not clear where the 
healthy controls were selected from); no structured clinical interview 

YOUNG1978 No healthy controls (participants were adult patients admitted to 
hospital with mania) 

YOUNGSTROM2011  Conference abstract; no full text available; clinical sample 
(participants recruited from a community mental health centre and 
outpatient academic medical centre) 

YOUNGSTROM2004 Not comparable to general population; clinical sample (participants 
recruited from a community mental health centre and outpatient 
academic medical centre) 

YOUNGSTROM2003 Not comparable to general population; clinical sample (participants 
recruited from research patients seen at a division of child and 
adolescent psychiatry)  

YOUNGSTROM2005 Not comparable to general population; clinical sample (participants 
recruited from a community mental health centre and outpatient 
academic medical centre) 

ZIMMERMAN2010 Reports four studies that use a clinical sample (psychiatric 
outpatients): Hardoy and colleagues (2005), Konuk and colleagues 
(2007), Zimmerman and colleagues (2009) and Benazzi (2003) 
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Studies that were ongoing or awaiting assessment  

STUDY ID REASON FOR EXCLUSION 

AHUJA2011 Results not available 

BOSE2012 Results not available 

BRISTOLMYERSSQUIBB2011 Results not available 

FOREST2010 Results not available 

FOREST2012 Results not available 

FRYE2000 Results not available 

GAO2008 Authors did not provide data 

GINDRE2009 Protocol of a trial; authors have not confirmed whether trial has 
been completed 

KNESEVICH2009 Results not available 

MCELROY2013 Results not available 

OKUMA1981 Results not available 

PRASKO2013 On-going trial 

YANG2009 Full report not available 
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